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VI.— REPETITION IN THE ARGONAUTICA OF 
APOLLONIUS. 

A conspicuous feature of Homeric style is the repetition of 
verses. Not only are passages repeated, but certain stock lines 
and couplets. The amount of repetition in the Iliad and the 
Odyssey has been carefully measured by C. E. Schmidt in his 
Parallel-Homer oder Index aller homerischen Iterati in lexi- 
kalischer Anordnung (Gottingen, 1885). He finds (p. VIII) 
that 1804 verses occur together 4730 times and that if slight 
variations are neglected there are 21 18 verses which occur 5612 
times. Should all recurring verses and recurring parts of verses 
be removed from the poems, the number of verses would be 
reduced by 16,000, more than the bulk of the Iliad, leaving 12,000, 
i. e., approximately the whole of the Odyssey. Comp. A. J. P. 
VI 399. 

Since the Homeric poems exercised a great influence upon 
subsequent Greek epic, the question has naturally been asked 
whether in the epic of Apollonius and Quintus there is much 
repetition. A general answer in the negative has been made in 
the case of both poets (Wellauer, Apollonius II. 380 ; Paschal 
A Study of Quintus of Smyrna, p. 36). 

In this paper an attempt is made to measure the extent ot 
repetition in Apollonius and then to make comparisons with 
Homer. An examination of the Argonautica reveals surpris- 
ingly few repeated verses, and shows that in half of these the 
repetition was deliberate, whereas in the case of the others the 
wide separation of the verses may mean that the repetition was 
unobserved by the poet. 

The cases of conscious repetition may first be considered. In 
I. 703 ss. Hypsipyle gives Iphinoe a message for the Argonauts ; 
in vv. 712 ss. the message is delivered. The coincident passages 
are as follows : 

705 btppa ri oi Srifiou) eVof dv/iijpes eviano- 

koX d'avTovs ya.i7]<; re Kai aareog y al tCkdzkomv, 

KEKkeo dapoaXewc kirifiaivijiev evfieveovrag. 
714 iviatn} 

kDthfrt 

liiKkcrai amiKa vvv enifSaivefiev evfieviourai;. 
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In III. 409 ss. Aeetes speaks to Jason, but the report of the 
speech by Jason contains only one verse which is repeated. 

409 6oio> ftoc Ttediov to 'Apqtov attfyivkfiovTat, 

ravpo) xaTutdirode, ordfiaTi <f>X6ya (jyvocoovTec. 
495 <j>rj Se Sita mSiov rb 'Api/iov a/i(j>ive/j.e(jdai 

<)>vai6wTa<;. 

The content of other verses in the speech of Aeetes is re- 
stated in different words and phrases. A third case of the same 
kind occurs in Jason's report of the words of the f/pyo-o-ai in IV. 
1347 ss. Here v. 1358 is an exact repetition of 1323 : 

r/pQcoai, Acflvtft Tijifjopoi fjSe dvyarpec, 

oi which the first three words also appear in v. 1309. V. 1354, 
except for the pronoun, reproduces v. 132S. These three are all 
that occur in related speeches. In other passages Apollonius 
has avoided repetition. Thus vv. 1313-4 of Bk. IV.: 

al 6i oxedbv AlaovlSao 
earaVy eXov 6'airb X E P at Kapqaroi; ijpkfia ireirliov. 

are differently given in vv. 1 350-1 : 

earav vire'p KetpaXijg fiaV eTrio%e66v av S'kK.akvtyav 
irewlov epvooapevai kothjii) x?P'- 

Vv. 1325-7 of Bk. IV. are differently given in vv. 1355-6. 
Again in Bk. I. 804 ss. Hypsipyle tells Jason of the conduct of 
the Lemnian men, repeating the substance of vv. 610 ss.: 

801-2 avryat S'aireipova Xi/iSa mvpaic 

Sevp 1 ayov. 
804 dij yap KovpcSiag p.ev airioTvyov, en 6e /zeXadpwv, 

1} /lariy elt-avres, cmeaaevovro yvvalxa;- 

avrap "fajLaSeooL dopiKrqraig Trapiavov, 

oxerluoi. 
611 6fj yap novpiSias p.ev amjvrjvavTo ywaiKaf 

aviptg tx^pavreg, ixov S 1 eirl \rjia6eaaiv 

Tpt/xvv epov, ac aiiroi ayiveov avTmepijdev 

QpriiKvrjv byovvreg. 

Another illustration of the same tendency is to be found in 
IV. 1 106 ss. and 11 18 ss. 

1 1 1 8 TrapOeviKTjv [lev kovoav iov ttotI da/xara izarpbc 

endwjetVj XeKTpov 6e ovv avipt Tropaaivovaav 

ov/cerc Kovpii'n/g p.iv airor/ij/i-etv ipikdrr/Tog. 
1 106 TrapdevuiTjv fiiv hovaav i<fi anb irarpl mpiaaai 

lOvvw Xenrpov de avv avepi nopaaivovcav 

oh ftii/ eov TroGwg voatj>ioo~o{iac 
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The repeated verses noted above, since they occur close to- 
gether in related passages are cases of deliberate repetition. It 
is interesting to see that the instances of what is probably un- 
conscious repetition of whole verses are extremely few. The 
best example is to be found in I. 526-7 and IV. 582-3: 

(Sopv) to p'dvd fi'eacijv 
orelpav 'AOyvatTf Ao)do)vi6oc yp/ioae tyrjyov. 

Examples of verses partly coincident are: 

el de koI ovvofia dfjdev eTrtdveu; dedaijcdat 
el de nal ovvofia 6ijdev ewidiieic yeverjv re 
AlaoviSi;, riva rqvde fiera (fipeal firjTiv ekiaaeu; ; 
Alaovidq, riva rrjvSe avvapriivaode /tevotvfyv 
Saau toi xpvwov ayeiv depof 
" de " eya " 

A very good example is I. 249 and 885 : 

evxijievai ndarow rfXoc dv/ir)Sec bniusam. 
evx6/ievac /laKapeootv dm^uova vdarov bnaaaai. 

Frequently in Homer, speeches are introduced by the same 
verse. Schmidt, op. cit., p. viii, notes 51 occurrences of the 
verse : 

Kal fuv (otyeag) (puvqoac .... npoaqvda (Suv). 

Similarly stock verses are used to indicate the close of a 
speech. V. Schmidt, s. vv. &s €(j>a0\ &s cpdro, etc. Apollonius has 
avoided apparently with intention such verses, for there is only 
one such verse repeated, I. 1103 = III. 145 : 

<JC <j>dro, t$ & aoiraorbv enoc yiver' elaatovri. 

This is a noteworthy departure from Homeric precedent. 

There are, however, some introductory verses which differ 
only slightly from one another : 

II. 885 tov <5' avr' Alcovoe vlbg a/aixaviuv npoaeemev 

I. 1336 " " " " emtypaieuc " 

II. 1134 " " " " " hphmev. 

I. 294 jiiiKixioic eiriecciv naprjyopeuv npooieiirev. 
II. 621 " " irapaplLqdqv " 

IV. 394 " " viroSielaag " 

IV. 131 7 " " arvCo/ievov " — ov 

I. 717 <5f dp' e<j>rf navrecci 6' evaiaifwc ijvdave fiv6o$. 

II. 1168 " " " " " eizippoOog " fajrig. 

In addition to the certain cases of repetition above noted there 
are two more which are under the suspicion of some editors. 
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II. 381 = II. 1017: 

fioGGvvas' ml <J' avrol eTrownoi evdev eaotv. 

Brunck and Wellauer have rejected it, the latter remarking that 
Apollonius refrains entirely from such repetitions. 
II. 1186 = IV. 348: 

elre fier' afvetyv deiov irdhtv 'Opxopevoio. 

a verse uniformly rejected from Bk. IV by the editors. 

The meagre collection of verses repeated without the least 
change, excluding the two under suspicion, amounts to three. 
With the verses in which a slight change is necessary, the 
total may be brought up to seven. The Homeric poems which 
together are a little over four and one half times as long as 
the Argonautica have 1804 verses which together occur 4730 
times. So obvious a characteristic of Homeric style as repeti- 
tion could not have passed unobserved under the eye of Apollo- 
nius, and the certain conclusion is that in the day of the artificial 
epic, it had come to be regarded as monotonous. The older 
epic poet was ready to tell again in the same verses what the 
reader or hearer already knew, the later imitator if he told such 
a second time told it in different words. There is an evident 
striving after jroixiXia which would not tolerate the frequent 
recurrence of 

Jlfjux; S' ijpiyivtm tyavri poSoSanrvlo^ 'H<5c. 

G. W. Elderkin. 

Princeton University. 



